
at least nine missionary lives.  Al-

though the Alliance and other mis-

sion organizations had to leave in 

1975 when the communists took 

over, the Vietnamese C&MA today 

has more than one million adherents 

and churches throughout the country.  

 

 There are different degrees of free-

dom, and many believers have faced 

persecution, but isn‟t it exciting to 

know that the coming of Christ into a 

darkened world is still bringing light 

to countless people in every part of 

this earth.  Some places are called 

 
 

“LIGHT IN DARK PLACES” 

 

We were just settling into our break-

fast in a little sidewalk café in Ho Chi 

Minh City when our waiter, a young 

man in his twenties, told us that he 

was a follower of Jesus.  His comment 

was prompted by his observation that 

we prayed before our meal.  Not only 

was he a believer, but he told us he 

went to the church that was down the 

street, which just happened to be a 

C&MA church, the product of our 

Alliance work in Viet Nam that 

spanned the years 1911-1975 and cost 

“Just Thinking” 
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Weõre Always On His Mind 

by Tim Shipe 

 

It was a Tuesday after-

noon, around 4:15 pm, 

and I was at my desk at 

work when my phone 

rang.  It was my daugh-

ter, Maren, and she was 

in a panic.  She was 

driving home from the 

airport, through down-

town Seattle.  “Dad, all 

of the lights on my 

dashboard just came on 

and the car is suddenly 

really hard to steer—

what should I do?” 
 

My gut turned over—

my little girl was in 

trouble (okay, she‟s 24 

years old, but she‟s still 

my little girl).  Could I 

really help her from 40 

miles away?  I had my 

doubts.  I asked a few 

diagnostic questions, 

and it was quickly ap-

parent that her serpentine 

belt had broken  (it 

drives the alternator, 

power steering pump, air 

conditioning compressor 

and the radiator fan.)  

Her spark plugs were 

still firing and the other 

electrical systems still 

working only thanks to 

the reserve charge in her 

battery.  That would not 

last long.  “You need to 

take the next exit and 

find a safe place to pull 

over,” I said. 
 

She was already in the 

exit lane, but traffic was 

totally backed up, and 

barely moving.  I had my 

computer in front of me, 

and quickly pulled up 

Google Maps.  It took 

me awhile to figure out 

exactly where Maren 

was, and it took her a 

long time to get through 

the backup and off of the 

exit ramp.  Finally, she 

pulled into the parking lot 

of a business.  “Thank 

you, Lord,” I breathed, 

very relieved that she was 

safely out of traffic.  But 

now what do we do? 
 

Maren told me the name 

of the business and the 

cross street, and I 

zoomed in on her loca-

tion.  I couldn‟t believe 

it—there was an auto 

repair shop less than a 

block away!  Alright, 

Google!  Her car was still 

running, and she was able 

to make it to the repair 

shop, despite the heavy 

traffic, one-way streets, 

and her car‟s lack of 

power steering.  The guys 

at the shop were willing 

to help her out even 

though it was minutes 

before their clos-
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„closed‟ to the gospel, while 

others are wide open, but the 

truth is that there is no corner 

of this globe where the light 

cannot and does not to some 

extent or another penetrate and 

bring spiritual life to dark 

souls. 

The sad truth is that we can 

live in the most open nation in 

the world in terms of freedom 

to proclaim and hear the good 

news, and refuse to allow 

Christ‟s light to diffuse the 

darkness of our own hearts.  

Even believers in Jesus can 

shut the windows into the dark 

recesses of their minds and 

hearts and refuse entry to 

God‟s grace to forgive and 

redeem.  
 

John‟s sad commentary still 

stands, “He came to that which 

was his own, but his own did 

not receive him.”  (John 1:11 

NIV).   Thankfully, so does the 

great promise that follows:   

“Yet to all who received him, 

to those who believed in his 

name, he gave the right to be-

come children of God—

children born not of natural 

descent, nor of human decision 
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or a husband's will, but born of 

God.”  (John 1:12-13 NIV). 
 

Open the windows of your soul 

to receive the light of Jesus, and 

then let it stream out to those 

around you!    
 

Blessings, Pastor Roland 

 

[January 24-31 is our annual 

Missions Festival, and is a great 

reminder of the continuing 

work that the Alliance is doing 

around the world to bring the 

Light to dark places.] 

cal one.  How often have we 

called on our Heavenly Father 

when we are in trouble?  

While I‟ll avoid any theologi-

cal analogies to Google, the 

internet and cell phones, isn‟t 

it wonderful to know that we 

have instant access to the Fa-

ther, and that He is always 

“zoomed in” on our situation?  

He knows all about our prob-

lem, and is more than willing 

to guide us to the best solu-

tion. 
 

The second lesson is not alle-

gorical at all.  There is no 

doubt in my mind that God 

intervened on that day, pro-

viding His grace in a wonder-

ful way before we even 

thought to ask Him for help.  

Maren had just driven up 

from California two days ear-

lier, and could have been 

stranded anywhere along the 

way.  She could have been 

stuck on the freeway at rush 

ing time, and thought they 

could get the parts to fix it the 

next day.  Awesome!  Now, 

how to get Maren home? 
 

As I looked at the map on my 

computer screen, I realized 

that she was only a few 

blocks away from King Street 

Station.  I had an idea.  

Quickly pulling up the Sound 

Transit web page, I discov-

ered that there was a Sounder 

train leaving for Everett in 20 

minutes.  Maren sweet-talked 

the guys into giving her a lift 

to the train station (never un-

derestimate the power of a 

cute, young redhead), and just 

as easy as that, she was on her 

way home.  Unbelievable! 
 

I share this story with you, my 

church family, because it 

taught me two really neat 

lessons, and I‟m hoping it will 

be of benefit to you as well.  

The first lesson is the allegori-

hour, with no mechanic 

nearby and no means of get-

ting home.  And yet God pro-

vided everything she needed, 

right when she needed it. 

What a reminder that we are 

never out of God‟s view or 

out of His thoughts, and He is 

always bestowing His grace 

on us—even when we aren‟t 

thinking about Him at all.  

Isn‟t that awesome?  What a 

great God we serve! 

 

 

ñ...God provided 

everything she 

needed, right 

when she needed 

it.ò    


