
simply by the situations and cir-

cumstances of our lives. 

Loss will continue to be part of 

all of our lives.  So do we just 

accept the inevitable and some-

how just survive by putting one 

foot in front of another?  Well, 

yes, some days that will proba-

bly feel like what you are doing.  

But the believer has a perspec-

tive on loss, whether great or 

small, that no one else does.  

That perspective is gained by 

looking at the cross.  At the 

cross, we learn that suffering and 

loss has a redemptive side.  The 

loss that Jesus experienced, from 

the manger to the cross, brought 

about the greatest gain that the 

world has ever known, recon-

ciliation with God!  His death 

meant our life!  Obviously, not 

all our losses can be identified 

with such significant gain, never-

theless we do find that as we 

respond in faith and trust in God, 

 others, it is hard to formulate a hier-

archy of loss, because to the one fac-

ing the loss, it is significant.  A sud-

den loss can be utterly devastating, 

but a gradual, drawn out loss has its 

own unique pain. 

Not all loss is bad, in and of itself.  

When a family member moves away, 

the move might be for all the right 

reasons and be the best decision to 

make.  That doesnôt minimize the 

pain of loss that the family members 

feel.  My recent decision to step 

down as Senior Pastor at MVCC was, 

I believe, the right decision at the 

right time.  Dottie and I are, however, 

already beginning to feel the loss, 

and MVCC will experience its own 

sense of loss over the coming 

months.  Loss is an inevitable process 

of change, be that change we initi-

ated, or change that was thrust upon 

us by the decision of another, or   

òJust Thinkingó 
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rolled her boat and broke her mast.  It 

was the end of a dream. 

Recently a number of folks who had 

lost their entire fortunes to the fraudu-

lent activity of Bernie Madoff, former 

stock broker and investment advisor, 

gathered to sound off regarding their 

losses and what it has done to their 

lives. 

Countless people have lost their jobs 

in the past couple of years, and some 

are still unemployed.  Their sense of 

loss goes well beyond the pocket 

book. 

The above examples share one thing in 

common:  loss.  Loss of a dream, loss 

of security, loss of income and iden-

tity.  Each one of us knows of some-

one who has had a significant loss, 

whether it be a job, health, security, 

divorce, estrangement, or a loved one 

who has passed away.  While some 

losses are more devastating than    

there is gain to be had in all of our 

suffering.  We find with Paul that 

Godôs ñgrace is sufficient for you, for 

my power is made perfect in weak-

nesséFor when I am weak, then I am 

strong.ò (2 Cor. 12:7-10)  We also 

learn that when we share in the suffer-

ing of Christ, we also share in His 

comfort (2 Cor. 1:3-7). 

Having perspective doesnôt mean that 

loss is made easy, or that life doesnôt 

change forever here on earth, or that 

we have to pretend that it doesnôt hurt.  

We need to give one another the grace 

to grieve our losses without feeling 

guilty.  We need to remember life be-

fore the loss, and celebrate the good 

times.  We can long to be back at sea 

striving to reach our goal.  But we can 

at the same time begin to learn that life 

after loss can be good and that there is 

joy to be found in the journey through 

pain.  We learn there are blessings 

which have come to us which would 

have never come but through the pain 

of loss, for it is the way we are forced 

ñContemplations on Lossò 

Sixteen year old sailor Abby 

Sunderland dreamed of a solo 

circumnavigation of the globe 

since she was 13.  Though they 

have been highly criticized for it, 

her parents gave her that oppor-

tunity and she was over half way 

to her goal when a rogue wave 

out of our comfort zone to learn to 

trust our Lord most.  Jesus is the ulti-

mate reward of any suffering or loss, 

if we have chosen to pursue Him 

through the suffering. 



   

were planning a Christmas 
outreach to orphanages 
and needed funds. It 
seemed like a great oppor-
tunity to spread the Gos-
pel, so we wrote a check 
and sent it off. 

In January 1994 we re-
ceived a report from SGA 
on its outreach, complete 
with photos of some of the 
children touched.  Those 
photos had a huge impact 
on me.  My eyes were 
opened to the world of 
orphans.  For the first time 
in my life I realized that 
orphans were really out 
ǘƘŜǊŜΧ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ real 
peopleΧ ǿƛǘƘ very real 
feelings, fears, and needs 
no different than my own.  
All they really wanted was 
ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ Χ 
something I took for 
ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ Χ  ǘƘŀǘ L even had 

On April 7, 1996 a life was 
forever changed.  It all began 
with some pictures received 
in the mail a couple years 
earlier and God stirring a 
heart.  Or maybe it began 
months before that when a 
certain check was written in 
ƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǳǊƎƛƴƎΦ  
Or was it before that?    Re-
gardless, it all really began 
ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΧΦōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 
Who He is.  He is the One 
Who Sees, and Knows, and 
5ƻŜǎ ΧΦǘƘŜ ²ŜŀǾŜǊ ƻŦ 
[ƛǾŜǎΧΦΦǘƘŜ aŀƎƴƛŦƛŎŜƴǘ hƴŜΦ   

   In the fall of 1993 Jon and I 
were just a young Christian 
couple living in our tiny first  
home, raising our first little 
baby, a daughter named 
Mikel.  We received a letter 
from Slavic Gospel Associa-
tion, a ministry reaching the 
former Soviet Union. They 

ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΧΦ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ 
loved me.  I found myself 
with a sudden desire to 
parent those orphans.  I 
told God this, and asked 
Him to allow me to do so. 

This sudden desire 
scared me.  Where did this 
come from? Was it me, or 
was it God?  So I began to 
ǇǊŀȅΥ  ά[ƻǊŘΣ ƛŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ 
you want, have this desire 
ƛƴ ƳŜ ƎǊƻǿΦέ  L ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ 
daily, and the desire to 
parent an orphan grew 
and grew.  Soon I was 
ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎΥ ά[ƻǊŘΣ ƛŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ 
what you want, then 
please, when I finally tell 
Jon about it, have him 
ǿŀƴǘ ƛǘ ǘƻƻΦέ   L ǇǊŀȅŜŘ Χ 
ŀƴŘ ǿŀƛǘŜŘΧ ǇǊŀȅŜŘΧ ŀƴŘ 
waited. 

Six months later I felt 
the Lord nudging me to tell 
Jon about my longing to 

adopt. God had to nudge 
me three times before I 
took the plunge and told 
Jon of this now unrelenting 
desire in my heart.   I was 
amazed when Jon shared 
with me how the past sev-
eral months God had been 
working the same desire 
into him. He admitted that 
his whole life he had 
feared adoption and 
hoped he would never 
have to consider that path.
Χ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǿŀǎ 
suddenly changed.  It was 
something that he not only 
wanted to do, but felt he 
needed to do.   We sat 
there in awe of our God. 

And so began our adop-
ǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ  L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ƛǘ 
was easy, but it was oh so 
ƎƻƻŘΧ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ DƻŘΩǎ 
hand was in it.  Through-
out the adoption process 
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Finances were an issue, 
too. International adoption 
was expensive.  We were a 
young couple and already 
finding it a challenge to 
live on one income.  With a 
new baby and having just 
moved into our first home, 
I was regularly rummaging 
through things looking for 
stuff to sell so we could 
make ends meet. We 
ended up second-
mortgaging our home to 
pay for the adoption.  
Some people saw it as an 
irresponsible action on our 
part.  But our hearts kept 
ŀǎƪƛƴƎΧ if we were or-
ǇƘŀƴǎ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ 
someone to do everything 
they could to get us into a 
loving home?  

I could go on and on 

many obstacles came our 
way.  However each and 
every time God was faithful 
to either remove the obsta-
cle or give us what it took to 
rise above it. 

Sometimes the obstacles 
were people.  Adoption was 
not very common then.  
Most people could not un-
derstand why we would 
want to adopt when we 
ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ άŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
ƻǿƴέΦ  ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƘƻǊǊƻǊ 
stories of adoptions gone 
wrong, of adopted children 
who are terrors, and of the 
consequences it would bring 
ǘƻ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ άǊŜŀƭ 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴέΦ  And adopting 
ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΚ ΧΦ 
another race even?  Why, the 
ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ 
us! 

about the logistics involved 
in adopting internationally 
before the wonders and 
ŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘΧ ōǳǘ 
LΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ 
imagination.  I will say that 
God mysteriously and spe-
cifically led us to adopt 
from China when China 
was a fairly new option in 
international adoption.  
Part of the deal with 
adopting from China was 
that the adoptive parents 
pretty much have no say in 
what child they are 
matched with.  The par-
ents fill out the paperwork 
and send it to China where 
it then gets translated. Af-
ter that the Chinese offi-
cials then randomly select 
ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇŀǇŜǊǿƻǊƪΣ ǎǘŀǇƭŜ 
ƛǘ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ǇŀǇŜǊπ

work, and call it a match.   
In April of 1995 our pa-

perwork was finally on its 
way to China.  It was Good 
Friday and I was at my 
ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǿƘŜƴ 
I felt an intense need to 
pray for my China baby, as 
I called her then.  I still had 
no idea who she was, but 
felt such an intense need 
to pray for her that I began 
crying and left the room so 
as not to cause a distrac-
tion.  I found a remote cor-
ner of the building to pray 
and found myself praying 
earnestly for her protec-
tion.  I did not know what 
was happening to my 
China baby at the mo-
ƳŜƴǘΧǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ 
ŘŀƴƎŜǊ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ 
ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴǎΧ ƻǊ 
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April? Χ L ŦǊŀƴǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘƻǊŜ 
thru my calendar searching 
for the date I had prayed. 
And there it was.  One day 
off from April 12.  In Seat-
tle we are one day off from 
/ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ǘƛƳŜΦ  ²ƘƛŎƘ 
meant this: God had me 
pray for my China baby the 
day she was born.  On that 
Řŀȅ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǇŜǊǿƻǊƪ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ 
even arrived in China yet. 
/Ƙƛƴŀ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƪƴƻǿ 
about us, or about this 
ōŀōȅΧΦōǳǘ DƻŘ ŘƛŘΦ  IŜ 
had matched us together 
the day she was born. 

In the next few months 
so much happened while 
we waited for our China 
baby to come home.  God 
ƭŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ aƛŀΧ 
only to find that it means 
άaƛƴŜΣ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ DƻŘέΦ  
In our baby name book the 
name Mia was matched to 
the one verse that kept 

whether she was being born 
and in a province where the 
doctors were ordered to kill 
ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅ ŀǘ ōƛǊǘƘ ƛŦ ƛǘǎ ŀ ƎƛǊƭΧΦ 
or whether she was being 
abandoned and in danger of 
wild animals attacking her.   I 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŀǇπ
pening, I just knew she 
needed protection.  I re-
member praying with the 
intensity that a mother prays 
for her own child.  I later 
went home and marked that 
day on my calendar. 

Months passed while we 
waited to hear from China.  
The day finally came in De-
cember. I came home to a 
message from our adoption 
ŀƎŜƴŎȅΧ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ 
matched with a child!  It was 
ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƎƛǊƭΧΦƘŜǊ ƴŀƳŜ ǿŀǎ 
Cǳ ²Ŝƛ ²ŜƛΧΦ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ 
April 12th.     At that point my 
ƳƛƴŘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΧ L 
was fixated on one thing: 

showing up throughout 
this adoption process. It 
ǿŀǎ WƻǎƘǳŀ мΥфΧ άIŀǾŜ L 
not commanded you?  Be 
strong and courageous. Do 
not be afraid, do not be 
discouraged, for the LORD 
your God will be with you 
ǿƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƎƻΦέ 

During the wait, huge 
enormous obstacles came 
in the way to thwart the 
ŀŘƻǇǘƛƻƴΧ ƻōǎǘŀŎƭŜǎ ǎƻ 
large they seemed utterly 
impassable.  Over and over 
again God worked might-
ily.  The obstacles were 
either moved out of the 
way, or our hearts were 
moved to rise above them. 

Easter Sunday 1996 
finally arrived.  It was the 
day our China baby was 
coming home. While Jon 
had gone to China to get 
her, I had needed to stay 
home with our then 3 year 

old Mikel.  After church 
Mikel and I were to go to 
the airport to meet our 
baby.  I remember wor-
shipping Easter Sunday, 
thanking God for my salva-
tion and for delivering this 
orphan from her former 
life.  And it was then that a 
huge connection was 
made in my mind and 
ƘŜŀǊǘΧΦIŜ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƘǊǳ all He 
had gone thru  in order to 
save my precious children 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΧǎƻ 
that they would be forever 
adopted into His forever 
family.  My salvation has 
always meant a lot to 
ƳŜΧΦōǳǘ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΣ ŦƻǊ 
Someone to give His life to 
ǎŀǾŜ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎƻǳƭΧΦIŜ 
has truly won my heart 
and devotion. 
τττττττττ 
That Easter 1996 not 

only one life was changed, 

Thatõs the Kind of God He Is  cont. 

ōǳǘ ƳŀƴȅΧΦǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ŜǾŜƴ ŎƻǳƴǘƭŜǎǎΦ  LΩǾŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ aƛŀΩǎ 
ŀŘƻǇǘƛƻƴ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜǎΧΦƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
and friends, but probably more often with complete 
strangers. Sometimes God opens the door for me to share 
aƛŀΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŀƴŘƻƳ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ  ²Ƙƻ ƪƴƻǿǎ Ƙƻǿ 
DƻŘ ƛǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǳƭǎΦ  L ƪƴƻǿ 
ǎƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ aƛŀΩǎ 
story that stirred their hearts and put them on that path.  I 
know of hearts that were moved towards missions, eyes 
that were opened to the needs of third-world countries, 
and those who for the first time in their lives were able to 
ƭƻƻƪ Ǉŀǎǘ ǊŀŎƛŀƭ ōŀǊǊƛŜǊǎΦ  !ƴŘ L ǘǊǳǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ 
are even more far-reaching than that. 
¢Ƙŀǘ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ мффс ǘǿƻ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΩ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΦ  

²ƘƛƭŜ aƛŀΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ 
ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ŦƻǊΧΦ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΦ  L ǇǊŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ aƛŀ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜ-
united with them and we will all spend eternity together.  
Because God can use even the abuses of Communism to 
ōǊƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΧΦ ǎƻ ōŜ ƛǘ Η  hǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ 
faith has only grown because of how God has worked. We 
ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƻŦ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ DƻŘ ΧŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ 

given a precious child, specifically chosen for us. We 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ aƛŀΦ 
hƴ ǘƘŀǘ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ мффс ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ƎƛǊƭΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǿŀǎ 

changed forever.  She was taken out of a Communist 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴ ƘŜǊΧ 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƻǊǇƘŀƴΧ ǿƘŜǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ 
Word is illegal.  She was brought to a free country and 
ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ΧΧΦ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭƻǾŜŘΣ ŀŘƻǊŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ 
ŎŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊΧΦΦǿƘŜǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ 
with her.   His truth took root in her heart, and at the age 
of four Mia prayed to receive Christ as her Savior.  At age 
12 she committed her heart and life to closely follow 
Him. God knew Mia as His treasure even while He was 
creating her.  He began working in her life even before 
she was born.  He did a great and magnificent work to 
ǊŜǎŎǳŜ ƘŜǊΣ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƘŜǊΧ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ IŜ Ƙŀǎ 
touched and reached many.  He will continue to do His 
ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƎƴƛŦƛŎŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƪΦ  .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ 
God He is. 

      IŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ !ƭƭ hǊǇƘŀƴǎΧΦ ǘƘŜ DƻŘ ƻŦ 
Adoption.  And I will worship Him.  
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Coming Events 

Mission Statement 
 

òMountain View Community Church seeks to be a community of people experiencing 

God, growing in His truth, 

and reflecting His loveó 

Love the Lord your God with all your  heart and with all your soul 

and with all your mind and with all your strength.'   The second is 

this: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no commandment 

greater  than these."  Mark 12:30 - 31 NIV  
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Aug 1 

International Lunch for Costa Rica 

Aug 1ð7 

CAMA Camp (grade school kids) 

Aug 7 

Womenôs Book Club Finale 

Aug 13ð14 

30 Hour Famine 

Aug 20ð22 

Church Campout 

Aug 29 

Classen Farewell 

Sept 10 

Childrenôs Fall Kick Off 

Like to Decorate? 

Looking for some-

one to do seasonal 

décor in the foyer 

& sanctuary.   

Call the office. 

Mountain View Community Church  

calendar 

To check out the church calendar and 

other church events, click here  

MVCCweb.org  


