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oJust Thi nki ngo
rolled her boat and broke her mast. It others, it is hard to formulate a hier-
was the end of a dream. archy of loss, because to the one fac-
Recently a number of folks who had ing the loss, it is significant. A sud-
lost their entire fortunes to the fraudu- den loss can be utterly devastating,
lent activity of Bernie Madoff, former but a gradual, drawn out loss has its
stock broker and investment advisor, own unique pain.
gathered to sound off regarding their Not all loss is bad, in and of itself.
losses and what it has done to their  When a family member moves away,
lives. the move might be for all the right
Countless people have lost their jobs reasons and be the best decision to
in the past couple of years, and some ma k e . That doesno6t
are still unemployed. Their sense of pain of loss that the family members
loss goes well beyond the pocket feel. My recent decision to step
book. . down as Senior Pastor at MVCC was,
N $he QbBve bx8nipRPLshare one thing it believe, the right decision at the
common: loss. Loss of a dream, loss right time. Dottie and | are, however,
of security, loss of income and iden- already beginning to feel the loss,
tity. Each one of us knows of some- and MVCC will experience its own
one who has had a significant loss,  sense of loss over the coming
whether it be a job, health, security, months. Loss is an inevitable process
divorce, estrangement, or a loved one of change, be that change we initi-
who has passed away. While some ated, or change that was thrust upon
losses are more devastating than us by the decision of another, or

Sixteen year old sailor Abby
Sunderland dreamed of a solo
circumnavigation of the globe
since she was 13. Though they
have been highly criticized for it,
her parents gave her that oppor-
tunity and she was over half way
to her goal when a rogue wave

out of our comfort zone to learn to
trust our Lord most. Jesus is the ulti-

s unaté reward ef arty suffesing orylogsy ,  f
if we have chosen to pursue Him

simply by the situations and cir-
cumstances of our lives.

Loss will continue to be part of
all of our lives. So do we just

there is gain to be had in all of our
suffering. We find with Paul that
Godds fAgrace is
my power is made perfect in weak-

accept the inevitable and some- nesséFor when | a throughtheksufferindien | am

how just survive by puttingone st r ong. 0 -10RWektsad . 12: 7

foot in front of another? Well, learn that when we share in the suffer-

yes, some days that will proba-  ing of Christ, we also share in His

bly feel like what you are doing. comfort (2 Cor. 1:37).

But the believer has aperspec- Havi ng perspective doe n that
tive on loss, whether great or l oss is made easy, or e doesi
small, that no one else does. change forever here on earth, or that

That perspective is gained by we have to pretend th i snbét hi

looking at the cross. At the
cross, we learn that suffering and
loss has a redemptive side. The
loss that Jesus experienced, from
the manger to the cross, brought
about the greatest gain that the

We need to give one another the grace
to grieve our losses without feeling
guilty. We need to remember life be-
fore the loss, and celebrate the good
times. We can long to be back at sea
striving to reach our goal. But we can
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world has ever known, recon- at the same time begin to learn that life Testimony 2
ciliation with God! His death after loss can be good and that there is
meant our life! Obviously, not joy to be found in the journey through Calendar Link 4
all our losses can be identified pain. We learn there are blessings .
with such significant gain, never- which have come to us which would Coming Events 4
theless we do find that as we have never come but through the pain i
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respond in faith and trust in God,

of loss, for it is the way we are forced
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Because

In the fall of 1993 Jon and |
were just a young Christian
couple living in our tiny first
home, raising our first little
baby, a daughter named
Mikel. We received a letter
from Slavic Gospel Associa-

That 6s

noutreach to orphanages

God He

swere planning a Christmas LJ- NSy (1 & X ® I y Rdopt. iGbdihadio&ige
loved me. | found myself me three times before |
and needed funds. It with a sudden desireto  took the plunge and told
seemed like a great oppor- parent those orphans. | Jon of this now unrelenting
tunity to spread the Gos- told God this, and asked desire in my heart. |was
pel, so we wrote a check  Him to allow me to do so. amazed when Jon shared
and sent it off. This sudden desire with me how the past sev-
In January 1994 we re- scared me. Where did this eral months God had been
Pedvéd @ depodzA¥deh S¢A ®ome from? Was it me, or working the same desire
on its outreach, complete was it God? So | began to into him. He admitted that
with photos of some of the LINJ € Y & [ 2 NR his wihale life KeAhad A &
Ehilgges touched. Tidse you want, have this desire feared adoption and
photos had a huge impact Ay Y S 3INER g ®¢ hopdd hddlillné&vBr ( KA &
on me. My eyes were daily, and the desire to have to consider that path.
bp@riedtb Befworld of parent an orphan grew X YR y2¢6 KAa
brphgins. TEbr@hs firsi time yaiigrew. Soon | was suddenly changed. It was
in my life | realized that LINF @Ay 3Y a&[ 2 SdR&thing that iefadt énly A &
orphans wergeallyout what you want, then wanted to do, but felt he
0§ KSNB X Kldal pl&aSed wheng fitdBlly tell neededo do. We sat
peopleX & el keal Jon about it, have him there in awe of our God. _
feelings, fears, andneeds g+ y i A G (22 ®¢ AndstbegaNdualdp- X
no differentthanmyown. I YR g1 AU0SRX UWNRBFSRKXKRIOYRAaP
All they really wanted was waited. was easy, but it was oh so

t h eBy¥zygelid o f

g K

K

: - - GKS t2@S 27F | dD¥mbdhylaterXfelt I22RX 0SOlFdzaS T
;g%;gg‘&?;{yurﬁi%%h'-?ﬁége somethlng | took for the Lord nudging me to tell hand was in it. Through-

' I NI y i S Revén hadii Kidn@bouwt my longingto  out the adoption process
many obstacles came our Finances were an issue, about the logistics involved work, and call it a match.
way. However each and too. International adoption in adopting internationally In April of 1995 our pa-
every time God was faithful was expensive. We were abefore the wonders and  perwork was finally on its
to either remove the obsta- young couple and already S+ aS 2 F (KS ivayioENdaSIfiwas Goddi
cle or give us what it took to finding it a challenge to LQtt St @S 0 Kriday and 2wagad myNJ
rise above it. live on one income. With aimagination. Iwillsaythat 2 YSy Qa . A0t S a

Sometimes the obstacles new baby and having just God mysteriously and spe- | felt an intense need to

were people. Adoption was moved into our first home, cifically led us to adopt pray for my China baby, as
not very common then. | was regularly rummaging from China when China | called her then. | still had
Most people could not un-  through things looking for was a fairly new option in no idea who she was, but
derstandwhywe would stuff to sell so we could international adoption. felt such an intense need
want to adopt when we _ make ends meet. We Part of the deal with to pray for her that | began
O2dzZ R KI @S a OEnklddBi\sBcgnd 2 ¥ 2 datapting from China was  crying and left the room so
20yE 0 2 S ¢ S NBortgagingRur KendliN.2 Nbat the adoptive parents  as not to cause a distrac-
stories of adoptions gone pay for the adoption. pretty much have no say intion. | found a remote cor-
wrong, of adopted children  Some people saw it as an what child they are ner of the building to pray
who are terrors, and of the irresponsible action on our matched with. The par-  and found myself praying
consequences it would bring part. But our hearts kept  ents fill out the paperwork earnestly for her protec-
G2 2dz2NBRSt 0Sa | ¥R AfjvaE WepedaNJ & Nildlisdnd it to China where tion. | did not know what
OK A f RANdaylopting. LK ya ¢2dz Ry @thengds translgfad. Af- was happening to my
FTNRY | y2iKSN) Sodayeitokdd everything ter that the Chinese offi-  China baby at the mo- _
another race even? Why, thethey could to get us into a cials then randomly select YSy U Xg KSU KSNJ a K
OKAf R g2dZ Ry Qlovingosg? f 221 flA 108<)\f RQa LJ RS M@SN.I 2PFTaeysx &
us! lcoudgoonandon Al (2 a2YS LIFRBYPSKRQI bR NB NE Y
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That 6s t he Kind of God He | s cont

60dzii YIHY&@X®LISNKE LA S@Sy O2 dayen b ®etidudchildLspedfBallickdsenForus. ava | Q&
2

(¥p])

FR2LIAZ2Y auz2NE Kdzy RNBRa Lo} W}Q\ﬁ :;p\x(qayga\tyge Ylaag 4 MWk aF lgiAi
and friends, but probably more often with complete hy GKEFG 91 adSN mdde | AGIQ
strangers. Sometimes God opens the door for me to Shaf@haaged foreyer. She was taken out of a Communist
ail Qa dG2NE i GKS Y2ald NIGARA G NBA BKBRE KENI Y e oK 4
D2R Aa dzaAy3a AU U2 02dz20K LIKBINES Qg SK Fl2Nd R loY8R N§ 2 HISRP |
82YS LIS2LAS 6K2 1 GSNI I R2 Wbd R illdgyl. Rhelvdd bought ® a irde cobirftrfiand A b
story that stirred their hearts and putthemonthatpath. I3 x gSy G2 F / KNAAGALY FEYAE @
know of hearts that were moved towards missions, eyes 5 NER FT2NX PP KSNE D2RQOQA 2 2N
that were opened to the needs of thirdforld countries,  with her. His truth took root in her heart, and at the age
and those who for the first time in their lives were able to of four Mia prayed tq receive Christ as her Savior. At age
221 LI au NFYOAIFf 0 NNASNE &2 shd drimitted hBrNdka dhd lifefolclBselPr8IiGa2 8~ LI
are even more fareaching than that. ) Him. God knew Mia as His treasure even while He was
¢CKFEO 91 auSN) 2F mddc 062 Fdalhylier Bléagah vioklibghin hérsifdldven @dfdrey 3 S
2KAES aAl Qa OANIUK Tl YAfe RiEEwaswhau Hq dda gread andmagniicest wdrkNdS 0
LN} @SR F2NX® SOSNE 2yS 27T NBRODWz> KIS NEINIUE  (INGSH (D Ka KIS NgKA fl
united with them and we will all spend eternity together. touched and reached many. He will continue to do His
Because God can use even the abuses of Communismtod NB U F YR Y IyAFTAOSYyd 62N ¢
GNRY3I LIS2LX S Ayi2 GKS YayFREPRe a2 08 AP Be S g FI YA
faith has only grown because of how God has worked. We 'S Aa 0 CPuKSNI =% tit

Al 6 GKS FNHAG 2F LINI & NI | PEoPweny A Avélhwgrghin i po gy yR 45
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o RS 3T08 Mission Statement
E-mail: office@MVCCweb.org
Website: MVCCWeb.org

OMountain View Community Church
God, growing in His truth,
and reflecting His |o

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul

and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is
this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment
greater than these.” Mark 12:30 -31 NIV

Coming Events Bulletin Board

To check out the church calendar and
other church events, click here

Like to Decorate?
Looking for some-
calendar one to do seasonal
Aug 1 - décor in the foyer
] ] & sanctuary.
International Lunch for Costa Rica Call the office.
Aug 18 7
CAMA Camp (grade school kids)
Aug 7
Womenédés Book Club | Final e
Aug 13 14
30 Hour Famine
Aug 2® 22
Church Campout
Aug 29
Classen Farewell
Sept 10

Childrends Fall Kiick Off




